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was now Prime Minister, had always had a fondness for the
Turk, and had inherited the Russophobe prejudices of
Palmerston. He declared that his Government could not
support any policy which would impair the sovereign independ-
ence of our old ally the Sultan. If the Powers had been able to
present a united front, the Sultan would have been obliged to
give way ; but the whole scheme now fell to the ground. The
situation was ominously similar to that which had preceded
the Crimean War, except that British action was now un-
supported.
Just at this moment the Bulgarians revolted in sympathy
with the Bosnians; but here an energetic Turkish governor
crushed the movement and followed up his success by atrocities
designed to cow the people from repeating their attempt.
Within three weeks eighty Bulgarian villages had been destroyed
and 20,000 men, women and children had been slaughtered,
including hundreds burned alive in tar-smeared churches.
This time the Turk had gone a little too far. The news of
these horrors made the whole of Christendom feel that some
permanent remedy must be found for the Balkan situation.
Gladstone, who had announced his retirement from politics,
rushed back into the fray with a pamphlet called " the
bulgarian atrocities," in which he called upon Europe to
"thrust out the Turks bag and baggage from the provinces they
had desolated and profaned" ; and in flaming speeches up and
down the country he aroused the national conscience—at any
rate for the time being. Disraeli ridiculed the reports from
Bulgaria as " coffee-house babble," but even his Conservative
Cabinet was divided as to the possibility of continuing to
support the Sultan.
Meanwhile a patriotic party at Constantinople, angry at the
weakness and slackness which had imperilled the existence of
the Ottoman Empire, forced the reigning Sultan to abdicate in
favour of abdul hamid, a wily and unscrupulous politician
who proved himself fully a match for the statesmen of Europe,
Serbia and Montenegro now came to the support of the

